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Members/Staff Present 

Mark Ferriera, Chief Probation Officer, Chair, Probation Department 

Jennifer Jennison, Public Defender 

Jeff Laugero, District Attorney’s Office 

Stephanie Kennedy, Superior Court 

Tony Vartan, Behavioral Health & Recovery Services 

Brandon Gillespie, Chief of Police, Modesto Police Department 

Sheriff Jeff Dirkse, Sheriff’s Office 

Frank Martinez, Sheriff’s Office 

Michael Walker, Probation Department 

Vicki Martin, Administrative Manager, Probation Department 

Tisha Singleton, Probation Department 

Brooke Freeman, Sheriff’s Office 

 

1. Call to Order and Introductions 

The meeting was called to order at 3:34 p.m. by Chief Probation Officer Mark Ferriera.   

 

2. Public Comment 

There were no members of the public present. 

 

3. Adoption of Minutes from April 18, 2024 

MOTION: Police Chief Brandon Gillespie. SECOND: Sheriff Dirkse. The minutes from the  

April 18, 2024, meeting were approved unanimously. 

 

4. Discussion of the Five-Year Spending Plan 

Chief Probation Officer Mark Ferriera stated that the Five-Year Spending Plan, which was voted 

upon by the CCP Executive Committee, according to Ruben Imperial, Assistant Executive 

Officer, Chief Executive Office (CEO), was not going to be supported by the Board of 

Supervisors. In addition to the reasons stated in the Memorandum that he sent to the Executive 

CCP Committee, Ruben Imperial indicated that any growth would not be supported until the 

Incompetent to Stand Trial (IST) issue is resolved.  He further stated that the Board of 

Supervisors has significant issues with the funding for the new courtroom not being supported by 

the Five-Year Spending Plan. Lastly, the Board wants the Five-Year Spending Plan to identify 

specific areas that would be cut if revenue funding decreased significantly. 

 

The 2024 Fiscal Year (FY) closed on July 31, 2024.  Revenue for FY 2024 can still be received 

until the middle of August.  The CCP Executive Committee spent 79% of what was budgeted for 

FY 2024. 

 

There are revised numbers from the Department of Finance and California State Association of 

Counties (CSAC) for future years.  Growth funding that will be received for the current FY is 
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significantly lower in the Governor’s May revise as opposed to what was projected in the January 

budget from the Governor’s office. The January budget had $70 million in growth funding for 

entire state and the May revise came in at $10 million. 

 

Vicki Martin, Administrative Manager, reviewed the CCP Five-Year Spending Plan (attached) 

and added that originally $767,000 was budgeted for FY 25 and $652,000 for FY 26 in growth 

funding.  The individual growth number for FY 25 is now $112,000.  

 

Chief Probation Officer Ferriera further stated that given the dramatic drop in growth for this  

FY, the decision was made not to reflect any growth in the Five-Year Spending Plan other than in 

FY 25. Vicki built in a 3% escalator for base. 79% was spent in FY 24. That leaves a fund 

balance of $31,790,421.  

 

Chief Probation Officer Ferriera stated that there were some internal discussions about potentially 

removing funding that may not be necessary. Last year, a request for roughly $200,000 each year 

was made by the Center for Human Services for a Substance Use Disorder Counselor (SUD 

Counselor). At the time, the position was grant funded and the grant was going away.  A few 

months ago, the Center for Human Services was able to get a grant for the position and CCP 

funding is no longer necessary for a SUD Counselor.  

 

The Sheriff’s Office was going to look at the funding to determine whether funding for the 

Emergency Medical Technician Team is still necessary.  

 

Brandon Gillespie, Police Chief, stated he would look into the funding allocated to the Modesto 

Police Department’s clinicians in the Mobile Crisis Emergency Response Team fund. 

 

Tony Vartan, Behavioral Health & Recovery Services (BHRS), stated they have been in a good 

position with the Mobile Crisis Emergency Response Team because now they can charge Medi-

Cal anytime except when there is a response with law enforcement. 

 

Chief Probation Officer Ferriera moved onto the IST matter.   

 

Jennifer Jennison, Public Defenders Office, explained IST as someone who has a criminal case 

where there is a doubt as to their competency. If they are found to be not competent, which is a 

legal definition, then the individual must be restored to competency. If it is a misdemeanor, then 

those cases typically get dismissed.  If it is a felony case, the individual either goes to the jail or 

the state hospital for restoration. The State of California notified each county of a base line 

number of acceptable IST cases. Stanislaus County’s base number is 89. For every IST over that 

amount, there is a formula that is applied, and counties are going to be fined each year. This year 

the fine is $450,000. The amount of money paid for the fine gets returned to the county in about 

45 days. The big issue is where does payment for the next fine come from. 

 

Jeff Dirkse, Sheriff, asked the group if the CCP by admission or statute needs to address the IST 

population. 

 

Chief Probation Officer Ferriera stated that the reason the IST problem may have gotten pushed 

down to the CCP Executive Committee is because last year the group addressed the IST issue by 

providing more resources to BHRS to reduce the number of ISTs.  The CEO conveyed that the 

CCP funding is the only place where there is documented resources and funding allocated to deal 

with this issue. 
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Jennifer Jennison, Public Defender’s Office, added that when the CEO learned the state was 

going to impose these fines, they reached out to the District Attorney’s Office, Public Defender’s 

Office, and BHRS to create an IST Executive Committee.  This committee meets every other 

week.  The plan of that team is to inform the state that they are going to use the money given back 

to the CCP to further build out the IST team. An invitation was extended to the Court to attend 

these meetings.  

 

Tony Vartan, BHRS, indicated that the money for the fine will come out of the allocated BHRS 

CCP fund, and when the money is returned, it will go back into the same BHRS CCP fund. 

 

Jennifer Jennison, Public Defender’s office recommended the money returned from the state be 

reinvested into resources for the Public Defender’s Office and the District Attorney’s Office to 

address the IST issue. 

 

Jeff Dirkse, Sheriff, stated that the county currently does not pay a competitive wage to hire 

certain classifications. The CCP is funding too many foundational jobs when that funding should 

be coming out of the general fund.  Now, the CCP is being asked to fund another program out of 

the same amount of money.  

 

Chief Probation Officer Mark Ferriera explained that the CEO’s office indicated that the IST 

money doesn’t come out of the general fund because the CCP is the only place where it is 

documented that funding and positions are allocated specifically to IST, so it makes the most 

sense to go back into the CCP fund. Furthermore, the future fine does not necessarily have to 

come out of CCP funds.  CEO is requesting that everything be detailed in the plan the IST 

Executive Committee creates to include where the funding would come from if not from CCP 

funds. 

 

Tony Vartan, BHRS, stated in hindsight maybe the CCP Executive Committee should have asked 

the CEO’s Office why funding was not provided for certain positions rather than fund the 

positions through the CCP. He suggested that the CCP Executive Committee keep this in mind 

when moving forward. 

 

Jennifer Jennison, Public Defender’s Office, suggested that the CCP Executive Committee brief 

the Board members directly to gain guidance from the Board.  

 

Jeff Laugero, District Attorney’s Office, stated that if the fine is being paid from allocated BHRS 

CCP Funds and the funds are returned to the same BHRS CCP funds, it makes sense to pay it out 

of allocated funds that are not being used and still have control over the funds. 

 

Brooke Freeman, Sheriff’s Department, asked if there is a deadline for the CCP plan to be 

approved. 

 

Chief Probation Officer Mark Ferriera stated that the Adopted Budget goes before the Board of 

Supervisors on September 17, 2024.  The law states the CCP plan must be submitted annually.  

 

The CCP Executive Committee collectively concluded the following:  

 

The CCP Executive Committee will brief the Board of Supervisors on the current Five-Year 

Spending Plan budget to gain guidance from the Board regarding the matters stated by the CEO.  
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The IST Executive Committee will continue to meet to develop a Memorandum of Understanding and 

strategies to address the IST issue.  

 

The IST fines that are due this FY should be paid from the allocated BHRS CCP funds and returned to the 

same allocated BHRS CCP funds when the monies are returned from the state.  

 

Next Meeting: 

The meeting date and time will be forthcoming. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:03 pm 
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